





























population in a decade was soon forgotten as Captain Lucas, by his

discovery of oil at Spindletop in January, 1901, ended a quest which
had been carried on spasmodically in this territory for over a gene-
ration.

By May of 1901 Beaumont was really a boom town. The ho-
tels put ¢ots in the lobbies; the saloons never closed; the ﬁarlnrs
of residences were rented out to be ussd as bed rooms. No busi-
ness, not even the railroads, the postoffice, the stores, had suf-
ficient facilities to cope with the Spindletop-born prosperity. The
Beaumont Ice, Light, and Refrigerating Company was no exception
so far as the boorn was concerned; it was offered more business
than it could accept. Imagine the owner of a store or office build-
ing coming down and asking to have his lights connected and the
manager telling hiin that he coulid only have about one half as much
as he asked for; it may be hard to imagine but it happened here in
Beaumont in 1901 and 1902. The lighting facilities for offices and
8tores were rationed out but no residences wcre refused lights,

Those in control of the Company, however, aia a1t let
any grass grow under their feet. As the boom boomed in 1901,

they moved the office farther up town to a location on the north

side of Tevis Sireet near Pine Street in the downstairs of a build-
ing owned by Mr. V. Weiss. Mr. Weiss, one of the principal
8tockholders, lived upstairs while the office of the Company was

downstairs, This building is still standing (1934). To take care
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of the business offered, a $150, 000 issue of bonds was made to
build the Tevis Street Plant. These bonds were never offered to
the public, but looked so good to the stockholders that they bought
them up. There undoubtedly was plenty of money in Beaumont in
1901. The Tevis Street Flant came on the line in 1902 and stores,
machine shops, saloons, sawmills, planing mills and residences
were offered all the lights that they would accept.

As sawdust and slabs on a conveyor solved the fuel problem
in 1899, an oil pipe line solved it in 1902. The Company built an
oil pipe line appro::imately four inches in diamgtcr from Spindle-
top to an underground oil tank, thirty feet in diameter and eighfeen
feet deep, located at the foot of Cypress Street. The pumping force
for this line was supplied by a steam engine on Highland Avenue er -
tension which, at presernt, is the location of the Magnolia Pumping
Plant.

As the tumult and excitement diad away and the oil wells
kept producing, it was evident that Beaumcnt was going to be an
o1l center, as well as a cattle and lumber concenti....~ and ship-
ping point. The transaction of all this businesas required office.
and by 1907 there were the following large buildings: Alexander,
Keith, Weiss, Gilbert, Perlstein, Kyle Opera House, Temperance

and Crosby House. Incidentally, all these buildings used D. C,

clevators,

Since things were comparatively stable by 1906-07-08, let
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us take a cross section view of the situation through the eyes of
O. C. Brandt, an employee of the Company at this time. His
duties at different times were ''grunting'' i.e., assisting the line-

men, switchboard tender, and outside trouble inspector.

""Bill Allison was the chief at Tevis Street Plant.

"W, Ruthenborg came here from Milwaukee to install two
220 hp, diesel engines in the Tevis Street Flant.

"The 800 hp. Hardie-Lines steam engine generally pulled
the load during the day, and the 1000 hp. Bates-Corliss would al-
so be used during the night peak.

'"The D.C. was used primarily for fan-motor service, but
occasionally lights would be served from the D.C. where the A, C,

lines did not serve that particular locality.

he D.C. conductors did not give much trouble in a storm,

as they were big. The A.C. conductors were smaller, #8 and #14
In some instances, If the A,C. conductors could not be repaired
after a rezsonable cffort when they 'went !com' at night, the cir-

cuit in trouble was switched off at the power plant auu 1=ft off un-

til morning,

"Rubber gloves were used; at least, they were available.
"The biggest power customer was tae Oil Well Supply Com-

Ppany on Hickory Street between Travis and Main Streets,

"The sawmills in 1907 did just as they do today in many in-

itances, generated their own power by burning sawdust and slabs,
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and in some cases made their own lights with a small generator.
"The Company ran advertisements in the newspapers in-
forming their customers that they would get more light for their
money if they would keep their lighting fixtures clean. In the
same advertisement customers were informed that it was not
necessary to wait for their lights to burn out, but if they would
just bring the lights in as they acquired that '"black look' the Com-=-
pany would gladly replace them free. This practice of free lamp
replacement was discontinued about 1910,
"The salairies o 1i:nemen. switchboard tenders, and the like,

were about $70,.00 per month. Any employee received his lights

and about 25 pounds of ice per day free,

'""Rent on afive-room cottage was about $20. 00 per mont’.,

"White cedar pcles were used in 1907,

"'Bs5d Sye=' Ackerman was Line and Service Foreman. He
had Harvey Vrier aad two other linemen workicg for him. Harry
Darrell and O. C. Brandt were 'grunts’,

"The foliowing circuits comprised the Beau.:..o>nt Distribu-

tion System:

Cne north-end street lignt circuit

CUne south-end street light circuit
Tnree D, C, circuits
IFive A, C. circuits

'""The arc lights used for street lights were largely the

Adams, Bognall and Western Electric.
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1954

1954

1954

The 200, 000 residentizal customer was connected to

GSU lines during March, Significantly this cone-

nection occurred during the electric industry's

75th Anniversary., This brings total customers

on GSU lines to 230, 100, |

On May 1, a new low stepor 1 ]./2_¢ per kwh be-
came part of GSU residential rates, Customers
with high load factors using over 600 kwh a month
are elizitle for this, the icwegt rote =2ver available
for resilential users, Other downward adjustments
were also made in certain sieps of this rate,

On October 21, ground wac broken {or a new 111,000
all-outavor type turbo-generator zddition to Neches
Station. The first spadeful of dirt was turned by
Kenneth Moore, age 6, assisted by President Roy
Nelson. Young Moore is the grandson of S. E,
Moore, Neches employee, wi.o> began his career

with the old Beaumont Traction Company in 1910.

- A 69 kv, 3 phase line was completed from Neches

Station to Orange, A '"high jump'' across the Neches
River near the plant was a feature of this line, Two
261' high steel towers with 50'-55' crossarms sup-

port 2 1100' span a minimum of 195! above the

water, Prooerty Of
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