


A Dew Dear's Greeting

O ONEK dares guess what this next year
will bring i a business way, but one
thing appears certain—I{rom all that 1s told
to me—this Gulf States Utilities organiza-
tion 18 ready for anything.

From Mr. Holtzelaw’s enthusiastie aec-
counts, from the sincere statements of Kast
Texas citizens whom 1 have met, and from
the obvious record of achievement, this is a
real service organization that commands the
respect of 1ts eustomers, the confidence of its
owners and the admiration of 1ts friends both
far and near.

As the New Year sees me in a new job
among vou, 1 send my sincere greetings to
cach fellow worker; and with this greeting
goes a wish that 1930 will bring to all of vou
much satisfaction in the job we have to do
together, and the happiness and contentment
tor which we all hope.

TOM P. WALKER.



Holtzclaw Farewell Banquet

More than a hundred employees of Gulf States Utilities Company gath-
ered at Hotel Beaumont on the night of December 5 in a farewell banquet to

J. G. Holtzelaw.
vice president, Tom PP. Walker.

The oceasion also marked the introduction of the new

In the insert is shown the silver service which was presented Mr. and Mrs.
Holtzelaw as a token of esteem from the employees.

Among recent changes announced
in the Stone and Webster personnel
was the transfer of I. Reid Carlisle
from Houston, where he was assistant
to the division manager, to Richmond
where he will be assistant to Mr.
Holtzelaw.

He came to Kastern Texas Electrie
company in 1923 from the commercial
department of the Kl Paso Eleetrie
company, and was for two years edi-
tor of Plain Talks and assistant to
Commercial Manager McChesney, lat-
er serving as assistant to Mr. Holtz-
claw and Mr. Fitz.

January Piawn Talks

Plain Talks wishes to join the mem-
bers of the Transmission and Distri-
bution department in a hearty wel-
come to a new man. A. . Briegs came
in January 2 from the statistics de-
partment at Boston and was placed in
Mr. Braunig’s department.

He completed his courses at Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology four
months ago, having also attended the
University of North Dakota. His
home 1s in Minnesota and it’s his first
time South.

Here’s hoping he will find a wel-
come as warm as the weather.
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New Year Brings Port Arthur New Supt.
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EORGE B. MORGAN, for the

past four vears superintendent
of the Port Arthur Division of Gulf
States Utilities Company and Eastern
Texas Eleetric Company, was trans-
terred to Lake Charles as manager of
the Lisuisiana Division of Gulf States
Utilities Company effective Decem-
ber 12. He succeeds G. W. Swift,
who eoes to Scotts Bluff, Neb.

Mr. Morgan joined the Stone and
Webster organization in 1920 after
oraduating from Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology and Harvard Uni-
versity. He was in the statistical de-
partment i Boston until 1921 when
he came to Beaumont as assistant to
Mr. MeChesney. He was later assist-
ant to Viee President Townsend and
Mr. Holtzelaw, going to Port Arthur
m 1926.

Sinee he has been in Port Arthur
Mr. Morgan has risen steadily in the
esteem of the community and of the
company. At the time of his transfer
he was president of the Chamber of
Commerce, a director of the Rotary
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THORNE,
superintendent of the Northern

L AWRENCE

Texas Traction Fort
Worth, 1s the new superintendent at
Port Arthur. He took his first job
with Stone and Webster while he was

still 1m school.

Company at

He spent his vacations
as time-keeper and rodman and after
finishing at Texas A. and M. College
he went to work as a pitman at the
Northern Texas Traction Company
¢car barns. By hard
made his way up in the company.

work he has

He 1s a man who depends on hard
work and study of situations to eet
results and his quiet manner has won
a warm place for him in the hearts of
his colleagues.

To Mr. Thorne we extend a most
cordial welcome.

Club and an aective member of other
civic and social organizations.

and best wishes
are mingled with the farewells of Mr.
Morgan’s many friends in the Texas
division.

(‘ongratulations
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W. E. Brown Goes To V. E. P. Co.
Adams Is Made General Engineer

il

E. C. ADAMS

E. BROWN, for the past

® four years general engineer

of the Gulf States Utilities Company,

has been made manager of the light

and power department

Electric and Power Company at Nor-

folk. Mr. Brown came to Beaumont

from Houston 1925,

where he had been secretary to Mr.
('lifford, the distriet manager.

He 1s a graduate of the University
of Texas and jomed Stone and Web-
ster at Fort Worth in 1916, where he
was with the Northern Texas Trac-
tion Company. He was sent to Hous-

of Virginia

im December,

W. E. BROWN

ton in 1922 as superintendent of pow-
er and came here three years later as
oeneral engineer.

His place 1s taken by E. (!, Adams,
who has been here four vears as elec-
trical engineer. After graduation
from Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology in 1919 Mr. Adams joined the
Stone and Webster organization in
He was later transferred to
the Kl Paso EKlectriec Company, com-
ing here as electrical engineer.

To both of these fine fellows the
organization extends sincere congrat-
ulations.

Boston.

The only place for a knocker is on the
outside of the door.
0

Judge: ‘* What would you do if 1’d sen-
tence you for fifty years?’’

Culprit: ‘‘1I’d have the time of my
life.”’

0
Borrowing money from
them lose interest.

friends makes
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You can’t put much across by getting
CTOSS.

0
The smartest person is not the one who
is quick to see through a thing, but the
one who 1is quickest to see a thing
through.,

0
Even a yeast cake knows that success
depends on work.
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G. S. U. CO. TO HAVE STRONG
QUINTET

Under the able direction of Coach
Shorty Price, the Gulf States Utilities
Company basket ball team is fast
rounding into form. The Beaumont
Y. M. C. A. is planning to sponsor
three league this winter, and the G.
S. U. Co team will be one of the first
on the list of entrants.

Price 1s elated over the prospects
of a winning team. Among the play-
ers who so far have reported for prac-
tice are A. L. Stahl, Andy Poulson,
A. J. Johansen, W. T. ““Gabbo”’
Ricks, Vernon Davis, Kelly French,
Harry Rafferty, A. G. Fontana, H.
A. Travis, H. R. Weaver, W. T. Buck-
lev and Doe¢ Charlton.

Other employees who are interest-
ed in the team are urged to come out
for practice.

Johansen and Ricks, euards: Poul-
son and Stahl, centers, and Weaver
and Charlton, forwards, have shown
exceptional ability.

Every man who has come out has
played on a college or high school
team. The schedule will be announeced
in the next issue of Plain Talks.
When the season gets under way it
is hoped that emplovees will eive the
team great support from the side-
lImes.
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Beneath the arrow is the new office
at Trimity, which is located in the
recently completed Parker building.
Mr. Brann insists that the trash bar-
rel in front is not a part of the office
equipment,

Superintendent  Henry and his
force are to be congratulated.
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( i W. SWIFT, until December
® 12 manager of the Louisiana

division of Gulf States Utilities Com-
pany, has been transferred to Scotts
Bluff, Nebraska, as manager of the
Western Public Service Company.
From chief clerk of the Port Arthur
division of Eastern Texas Eleetrie
Company in 1918 he has risen by suc-
cessive stages to his new post. After
a year m the Boston office in 192:
he was sent to Lake Charles as assist-
ant ftreasurer i 1924 and became
manager of the Louisiana division in
1927,

He follows Sam P. MacFadden who
was transferred from Scotts Bluff to
Boston. Mr. MacFadden is well
known in the Texas division. After
oraduating A. and M.
College i 1916 he was with Westing-
house illectric company two years.
He came to Eastern Texas Electrice
Company in 1919, and was later as-
sistant to the division manager at
Houston. He went to Scotts Bluff as
manager of the Northern Division of
Western Publie Service Company in
1925.

from Texas
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Criminy ! Don’t this weather make
yve feel like kickin’ up yer heels! Yes-
sir, reckon Christmas is in the offin’
somewheres—never seen so much bus-
thn’ and scurryin’ as we’re havin’

round here now. Miz Voyles and
Bessie Allen have been powerful busy
the last week. They’re mighty glad
there’s a new gal out thar helpin’ ’em.
Name’s Mildred Smith, and she sure
is purty, stranger. Better spruce up
and come to our Company dance on
the 23rd. I been sorta practicin’ up
in that thar back office fer the last
week but I don’t reckon my rheuma-
tiz 18 goin’ to let me whirl around
much. All the salesmen are plannin’
to be thar and even some of the fel-
lers over to Mr. Granau’s department.
Maw sez she heerd ‘““Pop’’ Jordan
wuz agoin’, so I reckon there’ll be
plenty of gals agoin’, too.

Haimm’t yer noticed a sorta stillness
in the office lately, stranger? Don’t
yer miss somethin’? Wal, ver oughta !
Halley Earthman ain’t the same fel-
ler since he got married We ecan’t
hear him no further than from the
front office to the baggage room now
and things don’t seem right natural
round the place.

See that feller over thar?—the one
with the red nose? That’s Mr. Bishop.

Nope, you've got him all wrong,
stranger. He’s got a boil on his nose

—yep, 1it’s a fact.

Wal, we had a big git-together
tother day and decided to have our
Christmas tree party for the Port Ar.
thur Division on the 22nd, Sunday,

Januwary Plawn Talks

of this month. Hverybody’s goin’ to
bring their kids and there’ll be pres-
ents for ‘em and candy and toys, too,
[ reckon. Better come over for the
fun, stranger—it oughta be a purty
cood party. Halley Earthman’s gittin’
himself a brand new suit fer the oc-
casion——a big, bright red one, with
white trimmins’.

Lee Hyvatt and some more fellers
from the Distribution Department got
the tree fer the party and have some
special instructions from one mem-
ber of the company to install a sprig
of mistletoe over the doorway of the
American Legion hall, where the
party’s goin’ ter be. Guess they're
gettin’ kinda good at settin’ up
Christmas trees and puttin’ on the
doodaddles. Maw sez she heerd the
Gulf States wus agoin’ to put eolored
lights and doodaddles on the Com-
munity tree. Doggone! Christmas
sure has gotten to be a high fallutin’
affair ! ,

Been lots of work goin’ on over
to Granau’s place lately. They've al-
most finished fixin’ up the vault at
the St. Mary’s Hospital, in which are
the transformers for the gerving
lights, power and X-Ray. They’re
o1ttin’ sorta spiffy themselves. Yer
needn’t try to park yer car out 1n
front of the Distribution Buildin’
now cause tain’'t no use. Reckon
everybody over thev way must be
a prosperin —jedgin’ by the number
of cars parked out on the front and
side of the buildin’. They even had
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Mr. Morgan Predicts
Pt. Arthur Prosperity

The year 1929 has shown almost in every department the bettering of all

past records.

This year has been a very busy one, and the Railway Depart-

ment, the Light and Power Department and the Ice Department will show
net earnings in excess of any previous year. With the present prospects in
mind, we predict an even more prosperous year with greater earnings for 1930.

At this time there is a great amount
of new construction work under way,
not only at the refineries, but
throughout the business and residen-
tial section of this city. During the
year 1930 Port Arthur will expend
approximately $3,500,000. The con-
struction of a conerete seawall and a
new Pleasure Pier bridge across the
ship channel, hard-surfacing of all
streets, park 1mprovements, exten-
sions 1n the water and sewer lines,
and last but not least, the installa-

tion of a large concrete drainage pipe
to eliminate the present diteh along
Thomas Boulevard will require con-
siderable labor, and will stimulate
business activities of every nature.
The company is planning on mak-
ing a number of important improve-
ments 1n every department which will
facilitate the rendering of better
service. Perhaps the most outstand-
ing need will be realized by the con-
struction of the new Port Arthur
office building during the year 1930.

s = - — ——— g = i — T

to have spaces lined off on the street
fer ‘em.

Drag yer cheer over here clost,
stranger, canse [ oot a little somethin’
ter tell ye that I dassent say out
loud.

S, W. (Clay) Wilkes, ‘““Bully”’
Rauschenberg and G. P. Fillingame
went duck huntin’ a week or two ago.
They wuz acomin’ back and it musta

been dark as pitch when one of ’em
saw somethin’ by the side of the road.
Clay, he sed it was a goose and wuz
all fer havin’ “*Fill”’ to stop and let
him get it. “‘Bully,”” he got out and
got his gun and wuz afixin’ to shoot
1t when Clay sez, ‘‘Liet’s catch it.”’
HHeh, heh! Yep, 1t wuz a stump of a
tree! Don’t believe 1’'d say much
about 1t, stranger, 1f I wuz you. I
reckon they’re purty good fightin’
fellers.

Reckon I did some fibbin’ when I
sed the movin’ round and vacationin’
WUZ Over. They’s been a lot of
changin’ goin’ on. L. K. Bankston
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came back to work after bein’ off
about a month. He’s been over ter
the hospital gittin’ his appendix tak-
en out. A. J. Cooper started on his
vacation on December 16th and that

Kunitz feller’s gone home fer the holi-
days, too. 8. C. Holik has been shift-

ed from the Line Department over to
the KEngineering Department. You
can catech him over ter the Engineer-
ing Office here on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Saturdays and in Nederland
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days. Got a new cashier, too, and
he’s a mighty nice feller. Stop in and
tell him ““hello’” on yer way out. Jest
interduce yerself to Mr. Harris and
tell him Paw Perkins sent ye.

Wal, stranger, I reckon there’s go-
in’ to be some big changes round this
here office purty soon. They're
shiftin’ Mr. George B. Morgan—pro-
motin’ him up to the General Man-
agership of the Louisiana Division.
He’ll be at Lake Charles after this,
and we're all goin’ to miss him a big
lot, I'm tellin’ you!
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To Fvery Member of the Gulf States Utilities Company and
Fastern Teras FElectric Company

[ feel that 1 should address my remarks on leavine this dis-

trict to all of our big family of both companies. [ resided in

Beaumont for four and one-half vears, and have lived in Port

Arthur a httle better than four vears, so I feel that I have
come to know and love every emplovee of these companies.
My move from Beaumont to Port Arthur and now to Lake
(‘harles has and 1s inereasing my knowledge and love for the
Sabine Distriet, in the development of which our companies
have taken such an mmportant part. [ reeret exceedingly to
leave Jefferson (County and my many friends here, but |
shall look forward with pleasure to seeing each of vou In

[.onisiana.

JUST OUT OF A HUDDLE

J. B. Bishop, superintendent of
merchandise sales; K. 1. Granau, su-
perintendent of distribution; Lyndon
Futeh, chief clerk, and W. W. Phil-
lips, illumination engineer of Port
Arthur, taken after a cup of coffee.

() —

A woman driver ran into an embankment
and bent a fender. It worried her. She
went to a garage and asked the mechanie:

“ean
bhand

vou hus-

won 't

fix this fender so my
know 1t was bent??"’

The mechanie looked at the bent fender
and then at her, and said:

““No, lady, 1 ean’t. But I tell you what
I ¢can do. 1 ean fix it up so that in a few
dayvs vou ecan ask vour husband how he
bent 1t.??

January Plan Talks

With best wishes, I am, vours very truly.
GEORGE B. MORGAN.

PORT ARTHUR CHAIRMAN

—
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MRS. MAMIE VOYLES
Who 1s chairman of the Port Ar-
thur Women's Committee, and a pop-
ular member of the Port Arthur of-
fiee foree.
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TRUE TO FORM

No, this 1s not Santa

children,
Claus. It 1s only O. H. White, Port
Arthur salesman, as he left the Fair
Grounds last month.

The $10.00 prize for the person
selling the most percolators the last
week of November was also won by
him. Mr. White seems to have knack
for prizes, and we're proud of him
down here.

O

NEDERLAND

On December 2 we were glad to
have as our wvisitors P. R. Williams.
(. A. Brann of Navasota and Fred
Johnson. It has been some time since
any of these gentlemen have visited
us.

An 1mprovement of importance has

been made during the past month in
switches on Nos. 1 and 2 high lines.
These switches have all been changed
over from 33 K. V. to 55 K. V.

The Pure Oil Company’s all-steel
substation and switching rack has re-
cently been completed, this being a
ereat improvement over the old wood-
en structure.
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CALDWELL

Nearly every store in town has a
("hristmas tree in the window, and
the stores are beautifully decorated.

Mr. T. B. Parkhill shipped 118,551
pounds of turkeys, besides the ones
that were shipped by other stores.

Seventy-four more awning lights
were added this month, making a
white way of the street on which the
office 15 located.

Word has just been received from
the Scott & White Sanitarinm of
Temple that the operation on Hubert
Burns, one of our operators, was suc-
cesstul.

Murs. Sandidge, the wife of our chief
engineer, 1s 1ll.

Thirty outdoor Christmas trees
have been decorated this year in (CCald-
well, the number of lLights ranging
from eight to thirty to the tree.

L)

SOUR LAKE

Mr. Braunig, Mr. Beatty and Mr.
Brady inspected the new line exten-
ston from Sour Lake to Nome De-
cember 10.

A. D. Barrow has collected deposit
slips from the new customers in Nome.

Mrs. Viremia Liuce, with Mrs. Bill
Bettis of the Saratoga office, attend-
ed the Women's Committee meeting
i Beaumont December 18,

All local employees attended our
recular monthly meetime, which was
held in the office. The new low elec-
tric rates and the employees’ duty
to the company were stressed.

Mr. Roberts and Mr. Jones from
the Beaumont office tested meters
here this month.

Business 1s quiet at present, al-
though our cut-ins exceeded our cut-
outs.

We all are working hard to earn
the commission on refrigeration sales
oiven this month.

P. Himmelriech
recently.

visited Beaumont

January Plain Talks



1930 OUTLOOK BRIGHT IN
NAVASOTA DIVISION

By C. A. BRANN

Having accomplished much during 1929, despite obstacles, Navasota Divi-
sion of the Gulf States Utilities Company is looking forward to 1930 with a

hopeful spirit and a belief in itself and its people.

Starting with such a faith,

1t 18 bound to do many worth while things.

Deprived of much of their income

through crop failures, the residents
of this expansive section of Texas
have none the less made the best of
things, and are planning on doing
better with the advent of a new year.
Very seldom in the history of the cot-
ton-growing industry have there been
two vears In succession with small
yvields. Growers expect a good sea-
son 1n 1930.

With the assurance of a good crop
there will be much more business for
our company, for people are given to
making 1mprovements when the
money is available for them. Many
of them are exceedingly careful and
they carry this even to the extent of
lessening their use of electricity when
money 1S scarce.

5,000 CUSTOMERS

There are in this division at the
present time approximately 5,000 us-
ers of electric energy. They are scat-
tered over a wide territory, for the
Navasota Division 1s comprised of 43
towns from Kosse in Limestone Coun-
ty, 260 miles north of Beaumont, to
Alvin, in Brazoria County, which 1s
115 miles southeast of Beaumont. The
towns range in size from Roan’s Prai-
rie, where we have only three cus-
tomers, to Navasota, where there are
more than 725.

The chief erop has been cotton, but
Alvin has been giving much attention
to the development of dairying, while
all other towns are now developing
diversified crops, principally toma-
toes, while all are watcehing Alvin
with an idea of emulating her exam-
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ple of milk production and conse-
(quent mereased revenues for farmers.

Lands are not equal in value for
crop production any more than the
tillers of the soil are equal in ability
to produce payving crops. Encourage-
ment for the proper planting must
emanate from men of business experi-
ence, and in this our company plays
an 1mportant part. Throuegh knowl-
edee of what the market will absorb
we can help the producers.

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

In our own business, besides build-
g up our load, we hope to make sev-
eral improvements and eliminate cer-
tain expenses. If the plans outlined
are carried forward, all towns in this
division will obtain electric energy
from transmission lines, discarding
their individual plants or using them
only where it 1s necessary for the
production of distilled water ice.

Navasota’s two tall smokestacks
will be removed, the boiler room will
be converted into a store room, and
it will be possible to concentrate sup-
phies at this point. A new roof will
be placed on the plant and the old
generating units will be removed.
Corrigan, Moscow and Hempstead, it
i1s hoped, will be connected by high
lines, permitting the closing down of
the generating units in these towns.

Throughout the division there will
be an adjustment of ice prices so that
uniformity may be obtained 1n all
towns and the differentials now exist-
ing will be eliminated, thereby mak-
ing for better public relations. Con-
centration of accounting work in dis- .
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trict offices will make for efficiency.

Some extensions into Polk, San Ja-
cinto and possibly other counties will
be carried forward, thereby increas-
ing the territory covered and the cus-
tomers served.

Several municipal plants will prob-
ably pump their water by electricity,
as new low rates for this purpose have
been devised and towns are now be-
ing negotiated with for this purpose.
Street lighting will be installed in
some new towns, while increases are
to be secured in towns already sup-
plied.

During 1929 several small towns
were connected to our lines in vari-
ous sections, following construction of
transmission lines to or through them.
Dobbin, Gause, Iola, George, Midway,
Montgomery, Moscow, North Zulch,
Plantersville, Rie hards, Riverside,
Shepherd, Stoneham, Urbana, Valley
Junection, Whitehall and Woodlake,
a total of 17, were connected in 1929,
and 1t 1s hoped that four or five more
will be added next year, while devel-
opment 1s bound to oceur in the older
towns.

ROOM FOR DEVELOPMENT

At the present time supervision of
the various towns in the Navasota
Division requires men connected with
the division office to travel at least
15,000 miles per month by automo-
bile, frequently over roads which the
city resident would term impassable.
With highway construction already
started and other projects to be car-
ried forward next year, it will be pos-
sible to cover this territory more rap-
idly. There is so much room for de-
velopment and so much prospect of
the sections being developed that it
will be necessary for such traveling
to continue for many years, until
areas become at least slightly con-
oested.

There are a great many wide open
spaces here. Towns are from 15 to
20 miles apart, with very little de-
velopment 1n  between, and unless
~there should be some o1l field devel-
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opment in various sections, it will be
many vears before there is any such
thing as congestion.

In the Navasota Division there 1s
a feeling among employees, as there
is among the citizenship in general,
that there i1s a great future for this
section. The surface has hardly been
seratehed as vet, and 1930 will be but
the beginning of years of develop-
ment,

0
NAVASOTA

Mr. Henckel, chief engineer at
Navasota, 1s 1ll at his home here. All
of the Navasota gang join in wishing
him a speedy recovery. During the
time he 18 confined to his home, Mr.
Barron has charge of the plant.

The Navasota losgal office 1s all
decorated for Christmas. It took
plenty of work to bring about all those
nice compliments we got on the of-
fice!

“Diddy’’ Weleh and Gus Hollins-
head have a big Christmas liehting
campalgn on. The contest 1s to see
whether Huntsville or Navasota will
be the most “‘1it up’’ during the holi-
days. Mr. Brann is elected judge,
and the loser has to wear a green
shirt. At present the outcome of the
contest has not been decided. but we
hope that all the ‘**1it"’ trees in Nava-
sota will keep the green shirt off of
“Diddy.”” Red and green may mix
when vou think of Christmas colors,
but Scoteh and Irish—mnever!

Dovie Parker, secretary to Mr.
Bridler, seemed determined to break
the ‘‘old maid’s tradition’ in the
Navasota office, so on December 1st,
Dovie and Cuthrell Chatham were
quietly married. The wedding was a
complete surprise to most of the
bunch, but i1t didn’t take long for
the news to spread. Congratulations
were in order. Mrs, Chatham is still
with the company, while Mr. Chatham
1Is working in Monteomery. She seems
to be starting a marriage epidemic—
who’ll be next?
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NOVEMBER’S GOLD STARS
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Crain Ahrendt

Steed

lL.acouture Kendrick

Ross (Crain has only been in the
service since February, 1928, and has
already won his first eold star. He
says he intends to earn his star every

vear. He'’s a Beaumont operator.
Bill Ahrendt came to work with

the Beaumont street raillway com-

pany in October, 1926. In the 37

months he has been operating a street
car, 36 have been without accident!
Lionel Steed 1s one of Port Ar-
thur’s fine operators. He started with
the Port Arthur Traction Company
in 1926, and staved when Kastern

Texas Electric Company took over
the property in 1928.

Leonce Liacouture entered the serv-
ice in 1923. In the six yvears that
have elapsed since that time, three
have been accident-free. He has been
i the bus division in Beaumont for
the past three years.

Roy Kendrick has won four eold
stars since he started to work for the
company in 1922. In addition to his
duties as a street car operator in
Beaumont, he has been selected as re-
lief interurban operator.

————

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

Mrs. Cordehia Marchbanks now an-
swers to the roll call of the Purchas-
ing Department. Cordelia comes to
us from the Magnolia Petroleum Com-
pany. Their loss 1s our gain.

Friends of Mrs. Irene Sullivan
were sorry to see her leave our ‘‘fam-
1ly.”” She 18 now making her home
in Amelia, Texas.

Mrs. R. J. Orrick and son Jack are
spending the Christmas holidays with
her people in Louisville, Ky. She re-
ports that *‘ Lattle Skipper’’ is having
a great time,
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DEATH OF T. E. BUCK

The sympathy of the Beaumont
office is extended to the family of
T. E. Buck, painter at the Eastern
Texas Electric Company shops, who
died on November 22, after a brief
illness. He was one of the oldest
men in point of service in the com-
pany, having begun away back in
1906, when it was the Beaumont
Traction Company.
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SHOW ME THE WAY TO GO
HOME

—sang many a DBaptist at the con-
vention held im Beaumont m Novem-
ber. K. O. Eeggleston, street railway
supervisor, and F. S. Sheftield, as-
sistant superintendent of transporta-
tion In Beaumont, knew the answer.
Here they are shown with their in-
formation booth at the ecity audi-
torium, telling puzzled visitors the
way to the homes to which they had
been assigned. Many expressions of
oratitude for the service were heard
from the crowd of 3,000 visitors who
thronged the convention.

0
ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT

An analysis of who's who in the
accounting department discloses the
fact that members of this force are
able to produce athletes as well as fig-
ures, and 1s reflected mm the fact that
the following members of this depart-
ment are members of the G. 5. U. Co.
basket ball team: Joe Hansen, W. T.
Ricks, H. A. Travis, H. R. Weaver,
W. T. Buckley.

Recent wisitors to the accounting
department were Tommie Comerford
and Earnest (‘‘Joe’”) Austin, of the
Louisiana Division, and Reid Carlisle,
formerly of the District Manager’s
Office, of Houston.

Friends of Mrs. G. A. Dishman,
who was formerly Miss Stella Davis,
secretary to Mr. Murray, will be in-

terested in the arrival December 3 of
George Arthur Dishman, Jr.
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SILSBEE

The Silsbee force i1s proud of Mr.
Saxby and Mr. Teel. While reading
meters thev were the heroes of the
dav, for they discovered a house on
fire, and Mr. Teel, without a sign of
a ladder, ec¢limbed the house and
helped extinguish the fire. Teel has
eaten so many squirrels this season
that he did not need a ladder.

We are afraid that a wedding will
occur and break up the old bunch,
though. Mr. Stoppleman, who runs
the Palace Theatre, has offered his
picture show building as an altar, and
promised a present of $50.00 to Allen
Littlepage if he would eet married
("hristmas. We are afraid he will not
pass this good proposition up. Al-
though one of his girls has planned
to marry another guy, that doesn’t
seem to worry him. He gets along
with all of them.

Silsbee’s annual ex-senior banquet
will occur the twenty-seventh of this
month, and some of us are anticipat-
img a good time. We did graduate,
even 1f vou can’t tell it.

We sold twenty-seven percolators
last month, during the percolator
campaign, and also a large number
of Mazda lamps. Those people 1n
Kountze use plenty of lamps. We
have sixty-eight customers in Kountze
now. and are connecting others. One
residence has fifty-eight lamps.

U

THE WORLD’S INIQUITY

““Our earth has degenerated 1 these
latter days, and there are signs that the
world is speedily coming to the end. Brib-
erv and corruption are c¢ommon; children
no longer obey their parents, and every
man wants to write a book. The end of
the world is approaching.’’

Which goes to show that things do
move in eveles, and that the question,
‘Where do we go from here?’ has been
ever present, for little as you might sus-
peet it, the above paragraph was writ-
ten in Assyria in 2800 B. C.

Sounds up to date, doesn’t it?

January Plain Talks



COMPANIES GOING AFTER
1929 COFFIN AWARD

By R. I. Morgrison

Firmly convinced that our organization has made unique strides in the
development of the light and power and railway business in this territory, it
has been decided that the Gulf States Utilities Company and the Eastern
Texas Electric Company will compete for the annual awards offered by the

("harles A. Coffin Foundation.

The Charles A. Coffin Foundation
was established by the General Elee-
tric Company several vears ago for
the purpose of awarding a certificate
and medal to the light and power
company and to the street railway
company showing the greatest prog-
ress In servine its ceustomers, and at
the same time making outstanding
confributions to their Industries as
a whole. The certificates and medals
are accompanied byv a cash prize of
$1,000 for the benefit of the com-
pany s assoclation winning the award.

S. AND W. WINNERS

[nvitations are 1ssued each vear to
all light and power and street rail-
way companies in the United States
and Canada to set forth in a story
their accomplishments and achieve-
ments, and 1t i1s worthy of note that
out of eight awards made, companies
under the executive management of
Stone & Webster, Inc., have captured
four. These companies are Northern
Texas Traetion Company, Puget
Sound Power and Light Company,
Viremia Eleetrie and Power Com-
pany and El Paso Electrie Company.

Considering the number of com-
panies in the country competing for
these awards, this 18 a high tribute
to the companies under S. & W. man-
acement, and one which we have the
sincere convicetion of upholding for
the vear 1929, The Gulf States Utihi-
ties Company and Eastern Texas
Eleetric Company each feels that they
have stories to tell second to none in
their respective fields.
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The work of compiling the reports
for these companies has been as-
signed R. I. Morrison, under the su-
pervision of P. K. MeChesney, and
already the various departments are
carnestly at work assembling their
stories of progress and accomplish-
ments.

ASK CO-OPERATION

In presenting the task to the mem-
bers of the organization, 1t has been
pomted out that the highest type of
report can only result when each
member of our organization contrib-
utes his own thoughts, 1deas and ac-
complishments on his job. Great stress
has been placed upon the necessity
of having specifiec examples, facts and
incidents illustrating the company’s
activities in all of its phases. The
material so submitted will be gath-
ered mmto a text, properly arranged,
which will be profusely illustrated
with photographs and charts.

The executives and officials of our
companies are following with keen in-
terest the progress being made In
compiling the Coffin Award briefs,
and the enthusiasm already shown by
the organization predicts that our re-
ports will be nothing short of prize-
winning.

A voung matron was tidving up a book-
case. Her vouthful son was interested.

““Is that bookease an antique, mother?’’
he asked.

“Yes, 1 suppose d it would be ecalle
that,”” was the reply. ‘‘I got it the year
[ was graduated from school,”’ she added.

““Oh, then it must be an antique,’’ was
her yvoung hopeful’s deeision.
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IMPROVEMENT CLASSES
STIMULATE EMPLOYE

ADVANCEMENT

By FreED JOHNSON

Opportunity for self-advancement through the medium of Personal Im-
provement Classes is one of the advantages open to employees of the Gulf
States Utilities Company and the Eastern Texas Eleetric Company.

Self Tmprovement (lasses are the result of the work of R. C. Forman,
who introduced and inaucurated the work in Stone & Webster properties in
Houston in 1927. The classes were originally called Publie Speaking Classes,
as their prime function at the beginning was to teach the employees the art

of self-expression.

Since the inauguration of the
classes, various angles of the employee
education have been studied and add-
ed features have been developed until
the classes are two-fold in their fune-
tion. The employee is trammed to
foreibly, intelligently and convineing-
ly express himself on any occasion,
and is given information that will de-
velop and educate the mdividual.

154 ENROLLED

In Beaumont, Port Arthur and 1n
the Navasota and Huntsville districts
of the company, 154 employees are
enrolled 1n these classes. Of this
number 72 are traimmen that meet
in four groups in Beaumont and Port
Arthur, The eroups in Navasota
and Huntsville meet once each week,
on Monday and Tuesday nights, with
a total enrollment of 40. The Nava-
sota group numbers 22, and Hunts-
ville 18. The general group, with
employees from all departments of
the Light and Power Division in Port
Arthur, is the largest class enrolled,
with a total of 42 members.

New members in all of the classes
are given the preliminary course In
public speaking, that treats with
proper stance, correct voice, body
control and development of self-con-
fidence while on the floor.

Subjects that involve employee re-
lationship, public¢ relations, company
policies and programs, are discussed
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cach week. All members of the classes
who have had the benefit of the pre-
l[iminary course are given opportunity
to comment on each member’s talk.
In the older groups, a committee 1s
appointed each week to work out as-
sienments for the class. Kach class
has its own secretary and a different
member acts as chairman each week.
CREATE CONFIDENCE

The classes are conducted under
parliamentary rule and procedure,

and thev are intended to develop the
individual’s intellect, create a sense
of self-confidence and lend a decid-
ed weight in developing the em-
plovee’s ability to express himself.
They also create better employee re-
lationship and give information that
benefit both employee and the com-
pany, thus producing better harmony,
closer co-operation and a keener de-
sire to better the service.
()

Teacher: *“When was Rome built??’

Percy: ‘“At night.”’

Teacher: ‘“Who told vou that?’’

Perey: ““You did. You said Rome wasn’t
built in a day.”’

0

She: ‘“According to the latest fashion
notes, skirts are going to be worn below
the knees.”’

He: ““1T don’t doubt 1t, but how are
thev going to keep them on?’’

0

She: ““But 1 don’t know vou.”’

He: ““Well, what you don’t know won’t
hurt you.””’
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WOMEN’S COMMITTEE STUDIES
NEW RATES

The November meetine of the
Women’s Committee was devoted to
a study of the new electrie rates re-
cently maugurated by the company.

The meetine, held November 20th
at the Distribution DBuillding, was
called to order by Mrs. Wilbanks,
chairman, and after several announce-
ments havineg to do with the reor-
ganization of the girls’ quartets and
the Community Chest drive, the real
business of the meeting was taken
up.

The new rates were discussed by
three members of the Billing Depart-
ment, Mary Carter, Agnes Fite and
Etihel Douglas. Mary spoke first and
explammed the Residential lighting
and Employees™ Rates.  Agnes dis-
cussed the Limited Use Residential
Rate, and Mrs. Douglas explained the
F'ull Service Rate.  All three
speakers showed a thorough under-
standing of the subject matter and
made excellent talks.

Mr. MceChesney appeared next on

program

L]

| 'se

the and reveiwed all the
rates, illustrating his talk by the use
of charts. He explained why the
Company had maueurated the new
rates, thereby voluntarily taking a re-
duction 1 gross revenues. He ureed
all members of the committee to study
the rates and thoroughly understand
50 that they might be able to answer
any questions put to them by their
friends, neighbors, ete.

e

SUECess comes 1in failures in

cant’s.

Cans,
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Several committee members have
been on the sick list lately. Doris
Futech was in bed several dayvs with
“flu’’ during December.

Mary Lilyerstrom had a bad at-
tack of ear trouble which necessitated
a ten-day stay in the hospital, but we
are glad to see her quite as chipper
as ever now.

Lorame KFlinn has suffered a se-
vere case of ““flu’ whieh led to other
complications and made it necessary
for her to be in the hospital for sev-
eral days. She is now much improved
and we hope will be able to be among
s SOon.

Mrs. Katherine Spears of the Alvin
Office represented the Navasota Di-
vision at the November Women’s
Committee meeting. We enjoved hav-
ing her with us very much.

Fleta Bell Denton spent (Christmas
in Houston as the guest of Mr. and
Mrs. H. B. Myers.

The Commercial Department 18
surely unfortunate in the way its fem-
mine members up and leave. Mrs.
Reed Tucker, of Mr. Allen’s office,
Is the latest, having resigned Decem-
ber 21. Her place is being filled by
Gladys Westbrook, who was former-
lv in the Stenographic¢c Department.

saby Seale and Pearl Gholson at-
tended the football game at (‘ollege
Station on Thanksgivineg Day.

iy
L=

Grocer—'*1t’s no use suing you. Here
1Is a receipt for what vou owe. We’ll call
1t paid.?’

Deadbeat—* * Fine,”’

Grocer—*'* Well, what are
on?l”’

Deadbeat—*‘Isn’t it customary to give
a fellow a eigar when he settles his ac-
count ??’

vou waiting

h
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SANTA PAYS VISIT TO WOMEN’S

All the Women's

(‘fommittee have been eood hittle girls

members of the

during the past vear, because Santa
('lavs had somethine nice for each

of them when he made an advance

visit and appeared at the meeting
held Wednesday, December 18, at the
What a

erous old fellow he turned out to be!

Distribution Building. oen-
some seemed to see a resemblance to
R. 1. Morrison, but whoever saw Mor-
rie in long white whiskers?
Previous to the Christmas tree a
most entertaining program was pre-
sented. were given by
Misses Rita Gray and Martha Chas-
tain and Miss Margaret Ridley, Rae’s

Readings

little sister, played the piano.

Landon Neal, accompanied by Nita

Hogan, sang two selections which
were much enjoyed.
During the distribution of gifts,

a photographer appeared and caught
Santa 1 the act. This picture will
prove to all dubious boys and girls
that there really is a Santa Claus.
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WOMEN'S COMMIITTEE
ORGANIZES QUARTETS

After a lapse of several months,

musically inclined members of the

Women's Clommittee are again mak-
" i

g plans for the organization of two

oirls’ quartets. Practice has begun

under the supervision of E. O. Bangs,

director of the First Methodist

(‘hurch choir.

The 1dea of the qguartets is taken
from the Oklahoma Gas and EKleetrie
(‘fompany, who have a similar group
throughout the

Southwestern Division, having sung

wilh*h iH f:.-imnu:-;

at  conventions and meetings on

numerous occasions.  The Beaumont
oirls are confident they can achieve
quite as successful results, and are
coing the Oklahoma girls one better
by organizing two quartets. Those
members who have come out for this
activity so far are Emmie Cockrill,
Alice Mary
Lilyerstrom, and

LLyons, KEstelle Taylor,

Pearl Gholson
Frances Emmer. Several more expect

to start practice.
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THE THREE WISE MEN
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The home of Miss Zetta Eisentraut, 726 Sabine Pass Avenue, as it ap-
peared durmg Christmas week. With its effective lighting, its unique ar-
rangement and original 1dea it was an outstanding recognition of the holiday
spirit in Beaumont.

SINGLETON STAGES ANNUAL Port Arthur, Henry Presslar, master
STAG DINNER JANUARY 2 mechanic, Jack Reidy, claim agent,
r— Matt Craig, assistant to superintend-

T'he annual stag dinner staged by ent of railways, Pat Cannon, road-
L. (. Singleton for railway personnel master, Clyde Boyd, E. E. Thomas, .J.
was given January 2 at his home. The W. Christopher, Alphe Vincent, su-
auest of honor was Lawrence K. pervisors at Beaumont, Edear Jones,
Thorne, new superintendent of the and Bill Reel, supervisors at Port Ar-
Port Arthur division. thur, Luther Raley, dispatcher, and
Others who enjoved the event were ISenneth Sutton, advertising depart-

(. F. Terrell, operating manager, (). ment.

W. Gaines, superintendent of trans- . | | .
portation, F. 8. Sheffield, assistant I_Hi”",',m“-"‘r AN FOU. Bre OR The Taad U0
superintendent at Beaumont, .J. H. CRESBEG W6 Hik ThoEs ate. sbins swel
Ward, assistant superintendent at parking places along it.”’

0
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ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT
FLASHES

Nita Hogan, our congenial comp-
tometer operator, who weekly enter-
tains thousands over the radio with
her ability at ‘‘tickling the ivories,”
recently acceepted an invitation of Tim
Will to accompany him to Houston.
We understand from Tim that it took
him four hours te make the trip, and
the question arising in our minds 1s,
why the big delay, immasmuch as the
official time 1s not over two hours.
For further information on this sub-
ject consult with Nita Hogan. Inci-

dentally, the lameness in Tim’s knee
has disappeared, and Nita says that
ride would shake the lameness out of
anvone’s knee, but Tim eclaims the
miracle 1s the result of a rotten po-
tato carried around in his left hip
pocket.

The construction accounting de-
partment, econsisting of Davidson,
Butler and Miss Agnes Goode, 1s kept
busy these days preparing requisi-
tions for the 1930 construction pro-

oram. Contemplated expenditures in
connection with this work during

1930, it is estimated, will amount to
$1,003,500.

(fonsiderable interest is being man-
ifested in the pool tournaments be-
ing played between W. D. MeGraw,
Jr., and James Linnehan. MeGraw
refuses to bet, and Linnehan doesn’t
believe in gambling. The result is
that a very ‘‘tight’’ eame is played
between these two contestants.

Mrs. Opal Mauldin, formerly of
Shreveport, lLa., has been employed
temporarily in the auditing depart-
ment during the preparation of the
1930 bogies. It might be added that
since her addition to the auditing de-
partment Charles Shrigley has been
oetting a haircut weekly instead of
monthly.
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COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT
HOLDS SALES SCHOOL

The annual sales school condueted
for the members of the Commercial
department was held in Beaumont
December 27 and 28. Salesmen and
members of the commercial sales de-
partments of Beaumont, Port Arthur,
Orange, Nederland and Liberty at-
tended the two day meeting. They
were instructed on the selling and ser-
vicing of all appliances.

P. E. McChesney, Commercial Man-
acer, Parker Allen, superintendent
of merchandise sales, A. W. Krueger,
superintendent of the repair depart-
ment, and E. B. Stagg, in charge of
records of the commercial department,
discussed the various problems deal-
ing with the sale of merchandise.

Mrs. Ethe! Ballinger, home econ-
omics expert, served meals at noon
and in the evening on the 28th to the
forty people present. In doing so she
demonstrated the uses of the electrie
ange and other kitchen appliances to
the satisfaction of all concerned. She
was assisted by Mrs. M. O. Wilbanks
and Estelle Tayvlor of the meter de-
partment.

“HELLO EVERYBODY, FROM
PATRICIA”

Read placards on cigars and candy
passed around the Beaumont office
December 30. They were given In
celebration of the arrival on Decem-
ber 28 of Miss Patricia Reidy, at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Reidy.

Plain Talks joins everyone in wish-
ing Patricia and her proud parents
the very best.

0
Dumb: Are you yawning?
Dora: No, I’'m giving a silent Indian

war whoop.

0
Colored Customer—*‘‘* Ah wants a quote
of sanctified milk.”’
Storekeeper—* ¢ What
pacified milk.”’
Customer—* ¢ Look heah, small one, when
ah needs inflammation, ah’ll specify.’’

vou-all mean 18
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By DR. W, F,

OUR ANNUAL INVENTORY

Though now’s the time to count the

bolts
To check our rights and titles:
We seldom think, while ‘‘taking
stock,’’

To check our lunes and vitals.

How few who think of teeth and eyes,
While counting shirts and collars:

Or of the heart that’s oversize,
And worth ten million dollars.

— ——

A poor man indeed is an invalid
millionaire.

—_——

Many of us who boast of the goods
on our shelves may soon be where
our goods are.

Without an annual appraisement of
his physical assets and liabilities, how
can one know when he is physically
solvent?

About this time of year it is our
annual custom to list and to value,
in dollars and cents, our material
wealth—to determine financial loss
or gain.

But it is not our annual custom to
list and to value the items that, taken
collectively, constitute the most valu-
able of our possessions—health.

To guard against premature phys-
ical decline every person should re-
port to his family physician at least
once each year for a complete physi-
cal examination—for an inventory of
his health.
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THOMSO N

In many instances, we fear, the
annual inventory would look some-
thing like this:

Two dozen habits, assorted; many
detrimental.

Two yards skin .. pale, sickly-look-
ing stuff.

One only, head of hair; mostly
missing.

One pair ears; one partially deaf.

One pair eyes, blue; 50 per cent
vision.

One pair tonsils; inflamed and pro-
ducing good grade of toxin.

One only, nose; partially obstruct-
ed by adenoids.

Four pairs sinuses; two badly in-
fected.

Two dozen teeth; artificial.

One dozen ditto; natural but de-
glected.

Half dozen ditto; decayed; good
rheumatism factories.

One only, thyroid gland; slightly
goiterous.

One pair lungs; slightly soot soiled
and showing scars of former infecti-
ous 1nvasions.

One only, heart; over-size and a
bit irregular.

One set blood vessels, assorted;
slightly increased but still good if
used with care.

One only, nervous system; some-
what jazz-wrecked but can be re-
stored to near normal with rest.

One only, stomach; shows rough
usage; needs new lining.

One only, gall bladder; slightly in-
flamed but contains no gallstones—
yet.

One

somewhat

only, pancreas;
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overworked but can still metabolize
a limited amount of sugar.

35 feet intestines, assorted. Appen-
dix is chronically inflamed. Colon de-
mands daily laxative.

One only, spleen; shows evidence
of having been vented too much.

One pair kidneys; somewhat degen-
erated from elimination of irritating
toxins; still show 50 per cent func-
tion.

One pair supra-renal glands; over-
active, causing outbursts of temper
and rise in blood pressure.

Six quarts blood; slightly defi-
ent in red cells and color slightly be-
low normal.

17 dozen bones, assorted; slightly
deficient in lime, due to lack of sun-
shine and bone-forming food.

44 dozen muscles, assorted; mostly
flabby and wunder-developed from
lack of exercise.

The Annual Inventory Very
Important

Experience has taught us (or has
it?) that, to safeguard our physical
fortunes, the annual appraisement of
our physical assets is a very impor-
tant procedure.

Insidious degenerations, the so-
called ‘“‘silent sicknesses,” do not
warn us of the physical incapacities
they produce. We are not conscious
of their presence until there is 1m-
paired function and evidences of
waning physical capacity.

By periodic physical examinations
we are enabled to detect such degen-
erative changes in their incipiency,
and to avoid the permanent and ir-
lect of ourselves.

Degenerative changes in the struc-
tures of the heart, blood vessels and
kidneys often have faulty living hab-
its as the primary cause, and are eas-
ily stopped by correction of the
faulty habits. They may be caused
by the absorption of toxins from fo-
cuses of infection which, when erad-
icated, end the menace to health.
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THE YOUNG °UNS

You’ll have to look far to find a
more cheerful trio than these yvoung-
sters. |

The lady in the party 1s Miss Caro-
lvn Ida Cruise, who is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Cruise. Her
dad 1s in the engineerige department
at Beaumont.

The voung man in the center is A.
(. Handley II1, of Nederland, and
the optimistic fellow below him is his
brother, Phillip Whitley Handley.
Their dad 1s superintendent at Neder-
land.

i 0
Jabv: ““This would be a grand dance
if there were more fellows here.?’
Monte: ““Yes, what a whale of a differ-
ence a few gents would make.”’

.‘I e E—

““And another way for a girl to keep
her vouth,”’ announced the Girl on the
Fifth Floor, ‘“is not to introduce him to
any of her girl friends.”’
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Miss Mary Lilyerstrom Gives

Points on

I 1 WERE going to gi-e advice to a

voung employve on how to get ahead in
life, it would include the following eight
points:

I. Character,
itv. One of the

a pleasing personality.

This

nost

illi’illiii’ﬁ IIl'I‘HlH‘H[I'

desirable assets s
When ar apph-

cant enters my door 1 ean usaally tell

by her appearance what sort of a per-

son she 1s. An apphicant that has a smile,
answers all qguestions promptly, distinet-

Iy and intelligently is the tyvpe desired.

2, Personal Appearance. 1In order to

present a good appearance, it is neces-
sary to give heed to health and dress.
One must live properly, take proper ex-
ereise and plenty of rest. No one ean
present a good appearance when constant-
Iv in ill health. Dress mo-lestly, and al-

ways within vour means,

S, Co-operation. This is a gieat requis-
ite. Be on time at the office. It an
employee expects to leave on time surely
arrive on time,

he or she should

4. Cheerfully accept all werk assigned
and endeavor to push ahead.

Take an interest in all Company af-

fairs:
‘“1t amm’t the individual,
Nor the army as a whole,
But the everlasting teamwork
Of every bloomin’ soul.’’
5. Acquaint yourself with the funda-
mentals of your Company.

Through reading all Iiterature appurte-

nant thereto.

Attend all meetings called. 1If we would
be conversant with regard to  various
phases of our Company, we must educate
ourselves to that end.

. Pep.. Pep, to me, spells pull, energy
and  push.

Pull together for the company’s inter-
est as well as vourself; use all the energy
vou have, and then push.
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GETTING AHEAD

There are three kinds of people in this
world:
Those who do less than they are asked.

Those who do just what they are asked.
Those who do more than they are asked.

7. Be Yourself,
welfare of an individual more than just

Nothing promotes the

““heing  oneself.”” A refined business
man or woman who aets natural, has a

straight forward attitude, with

a willingness to accept defeat in a graei-

coupled

ous manner is an inspiration to anv office.

8. DBe Responsible.
““What am

to meet my

Ask wvourself the
(question, [ doing personally
individual

my Company??’

responsibility  to

The biggest thing anyv of us c¢an do is
to realize our own responsibility for our
own thought, action and conduet.

Most of us only obey the impulses that
we wish to obey and do the things we
want to do, and when harm comes from
our action, many of us seek to shift the

blame on others.

As vou think, vou travel; and as wvou
love, vou attract. Youn are today where
yvour thoughts have brought vou; you will
be tomorrow where vour thoughts take
vou,  You escape the

vour thoughts, but vou ecan

cannot result of
and
You will
realize the vision (not the idle wish) of
vour heart, be it base or beautiful, or a

endure
learn, can aceept and be glad.

mixture of both, for yvou will alwavs gravi-
tate toward that which you, seeretly, must
love.  Into vour hands will be placed the
exact results of vour thoughts; vou will
that

Whatever vour present environ-

which wvou

rece1ve carny no more,

no less,
ment may be, vou will fall, remain, or rise
with wvour thoughts, vision,

vour vour

ideal.  You will becomre as vour controll-
ing desire, as great as vour dominant as-

pi]':ltimh
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plain talk

Whether it is the inevitable slump
that occurs at holiday time, or the dis-
tractions of getting ready
Santa (laus, this issue of “‘Plamn
Talks’’ is not up to the standard the
editors had hoped to set for

to meet

every
issue of 1930 in news from depart-
ments and towns.

Only a few correspondents felt the
urge to give you their news. To them
we are duly grateful—though good-
ness knows, it should be a pleasure
to have one’s crowd included in the
pages of his own magazine.

But as we say, we do not complain.
You will like the article by Mr. Mor-
the Coffin
outlook for the
Brann, and

rison, who 1s preparing
Award report, the
Navasota division by Mr.
the story about the personal 1mprove-

ment classes by Mr. Johnson.

We want to call particular atten-
tion to Dr. Thomson’s Health Talk
this month. “Plain Talks” is indeed

fortunate to be able to present his
breezy articles which are so full of
good humor and good sense. Take
a leaf out of his book and make a
health inventory. And give Miss Lil-
yerstrom’s article a second reading.

Next month will be something to
look forward to. Another
cover is coming up and a new series
of articles is being prepared by one of
the best writers in the company. We
expect every town to be represented,
too.

unusual

Let’s make 1930 a year of splendid
issues, full of news and interest for

everybody!
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We hope you like the cover on this
issue of < Plain Talks™ and that every
morning of the year awtll find you as
full of vim and vigor as Chanticleer
is.  May your morning suns be as
bright and full as his, your
clear and your chest as expanded. A
really happy New
Year to every member of the orgam-

*ation!

voLce as

and prosperous

—0)
Does it strike vou as odd that in
the history of the men whose promo-

tion was announced i December, two
points apply to every one.

They were graduates of  good
schools.

They began at the bottom after

they eraduated and climbed up the
ladder of promotion by work.

That would indicate that there are
two kinds of education—technical and
practical, and that the bottom 1is not,
after all, so bad palace to start.

January Plain Talks



FRANEKNESS

The new driver was a mess—bruised
from head to foot. His car was a pile of
Junk. He c¢rawled out and sought the
nearest doector’s office.

““Can you fix me up, doctor?’’ he asked.
“*1’ve just had a smash.”’

““You’'re in the wrong place, my man.
[’'m a veterinary.?’’

“*No,”” replied the vietim. ‘‘1 think
vou’ll do. I’m a jackass for trving to
drive that car.””’

She held the diamond between trem-
bling fingers and stared at the man before
her. What should she do? Should she cast
it from her or—or—would it bhe better
to reconsider? What would he sav? What
might he do? His eyes were staring into
hers with stony intensity. The diamond
seemed to burn her fingers. She felt
weak and incompetent-—incapable of de-

¢cision.  Bright spots danced before her
eves.  She shuddered and drew a long
breath. Yes, she must do it, There was

no escape. Blindly she shut her eves and
tossed the diamond on the table in front
of her. It was done. And then she
heard her partner’s deep sigh of relief as
he gathered up the trick.

NEW ELECTRICAL TREATMENT FOR
THE WIFE

When she talks too much—interrupter.
When she picks your pockets—detector.
When she gets excited—controller.
When she blows up—condenser.

When she meets vou half way—receiver.
When she’s off-pitech—tuner.

When she burns the biscuit—discharger.
When she’s hungrv—feeder.

When she’s wrong—rectifier,

When she gossips—regulator.

And when she leaves town—telegrapher.

Wise guys alwavs seem to be working

for dumb guys.

Janvary Pran Talks

“i TARIRTRT

The teacher was testing the knowledge
of the kindergarten class. Slapping a half
dollar on the desk, she said sharply,
‘““What is that?’’

Instantly a
““Tails!??

voice from the back row,

Blackmail

Fond Mother: ‘‘Quiet, dear, the sand-

man is coming,’’

Modern Child: “‘Okav, mom, a dollar
and I won’t tell pop.”’

Grandma (looking up from the paper)—
*“1t savs here that young women are aban-
doning all restrictions. Now, mind, don’t
let me eateh you going out without yours,
Kthel.’’

Then They Swore Off
““Porter, another pitcher of ice water,”’
“*Sorry, suh, but if I take any more ice,
dat corpse in the baggage car ain’t going
to keep.’’
like

““Grandpa, little

me??’

were  vou once,

‘*Yes, my boy.”’

““Gee, I bet you were a seream with
those glasses and whiskers!’’

safety First

“‘Miranda, whassat light shinin’ in yo’
eyes?’’

“*That’s mv stop licht. Rastus.’’
- - 7

Lawyer—‘Can you tell me if the de-
fendant was expensively garbed??”’

Rastus—(a witness)—*‘ 'Deed she was
sah.  Ah knows expensive garbage when
ah sees it.”’

““Mom,”” said little Willie, bursting into
the house, all out of breath. ‘“There is
gommg to be ftrouble down at the drug-
gist’s house. His wife has got a baby
girl and he’s had a sign, ‘Boy Wanted,’
in his window for a week.’’
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Covering up
errors
fools nobody
but the
DODGER
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